




 Across all our funding we aim to unlock and enable 
potential, back the unorthodox and unfashionable, build 

collective networks and catalyse system change. 



 



 
‘over 60% of local planning 

authorities have no in-house 
ecological expertise’ 

 
‘48% of planners say that 
they regularly have to use 

their own judgement when 
deciding whether a planning 

application may affect 
biodiversity’ 

 
‘many LPAs have neither the 
competence nor adequate 

capacity to meet their 
statutory obligations for 

biodiversity conservation’ 



If LPAs don’t engage with 
biodiversity…. 

• Judgements made outside area 
of expertise 

  

• Potential contravention of 
professional code of conduct 

 

• Breach of statutory obligations 

 

• LPAs facilitating development 
that results in poor outcomes 
for biodiversity 

 

• Wildlife crime 



 





Barrier Solution Tools to aid 
implementation 

Project Structure 



Applicants and planning 
officers are unable to identify 

applications that require some 
form of ecological appraisal 

A set of trigger 
conditions that identify 

applications with a 
reasonable likelihood of 
affecting protected and 

priority species. 

The Interactive Trigger 
List (ITL) 

Barrier Solution Tools to aid 
implementation 











Planning officers are not able 
to assess the quality of 
ecological evidence and 

recommendations submitted 
with a planning application 

Tailored guidance which 
details survey, mitigation 

and enhancement 
recommendations for 
each species/ species 

group 

The Interactive Trigger 
List (ITL) 

Barrier Solution Tools to aid 
implementation 







Participants in the planning  
process do not always make 
appropriate use of species 
distribution data to inform 

planning decisions 

Guidelines describing 
when a data search 

should be conducted, 
how it should be carried 
out and how to interpret 

the results 

Barrier Solution Tools to aid 
implementation 



2. In your opinion, are there any circumstances or 
development types for which a data search is NOT 

usually necessary? 

Not in a position to judge

Referred to LPA criteria

Data search should always be
carried out



3. Given your experience, how might a data search be 
conducted to take into account the different typical 

movements of different species?  

Most LRCs offer a separate search for bats
but this ranges from 2 to 10km

Use specific buffer distances for a few
species

Use different search radii for a small
number of different species categories

Use spatial filters

Different searches for different species
would not be feasible & consultants should
do the interpretation



4. When conducting a data search, does your LRC 
exclude records over a certain age? 

Don't exclude records
based on age

Exclude records based
on dates but much
variation

Supply date of most
recent records plus
number of older records
at site





Planning authorities do not 
place sufficient importance on 

biodiversity impacts when 
determining planning consent 

Lobbying of local and national Government 

Training for LPA staff 

Barrier Solution 



www.biodiversityinplanning.org 

 

http://www.biodiversityinplanning.org/

